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Benton, Ted, and lan Craib, David, 2001, Philosophy of Social Science: The
Philosophical Foundations of Social Thought, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall, Inc. ( BCPSS)

Delanty, Gerard, and Piet Strydom (eds.), 2003, Philosophies of Social Science,
Birkshire, England, U.K. and Philadelphia, PA, U.S.A.: Open University Press.
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Kincaid, Harold, 1996, Philosophical Foundations of the Social Sciences: Analyzing
Controversiesin Social Research, Cambridge University Press. ( PFSS)

Martin, Michael, and Lee C. Mclntyre (eds.), 1995, Readings in the Philosophy of
Social Science, Cambridge, MA, U.S.A. and London, U.K.: The MIT Press. (

RPSS)



Nancy, Cartwright, 1999, The Dappled World: A Sudy of the Boundaries of Science,
Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press. ( DW)
Turner, Stephen P, and Paul A. Roth (eds.), 2003, The Blackwell Guide to the
Philosophy of the Social Sciences, Oxford: The Blackwell Publishing Ltd. (
BGPSS)
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Reading Schedule

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: The Naturalistic (or Positivist) Tradition of Philosophy of Social Science
Textbook Reading: Benton, Ted, and lan Craib: Chapter 2 and 3 (from BCPSS)
Essay: Durkheim, E.: “What isa Socia Fact?’ (from DSPSS)

Week 3: The Interpretative Tradition of Philosophy of Social Science
Textbook Reading: Benton, Ted, and lan Craib: Chapter 5 and 6 (from BCPSS)
Essay: Dilthey, W.: “The Development of Hermeneutics’ (from DSPSS)

Week 4: The Ciritical Tradition of Philosophy of Social Science
Textbook Reading: Benton, Ted, and lan Craib: Chapter 7 (from BCPSS)
Essay: Horkheimer, M.: “ Traditional and Critical Theory” (from DSPSS)

Week 5: The Characteristic of Social Science
Essay 1. Machlup, F.: “Arethe Social Sciences Really Inferior?’ (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Scriven, M.: “A Possible Distinction between Traditional Scientific
Disciplines and the Study of Human Behavior” (from RPSS)

Week 6: Explanation of Human Actionsin Social Science
Essay 1: Taylor, C.: “Interpretation and the Sciences of Man” (from RPSS)
Essay 2. Martin, M.: “Taylor on Interpretation and the Sciences of Man” (from
RPSS)

Week 7: Debate about Objectivity (or Value-Neutrality) in Social Science
Essay 1. Weber, M.: “*Objectivity’ in Social Science and Socia Policy” (from
RPSS)
Essay 2: Nagel, E.. “ The Value-Oriented Bias of Social Inquiry” (from RPSS)

Week 8: Problems about “Rationality” Assumption in Social Science
Essay 1. Lukes, S.: “Some Problems about Rationality” (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Fallesdal, D.: “The Status of Rationality Assumptions in Interpretation
and in the Explanation of Action” (from RPSS)




Week 9: Functional Explanation (1)
Essay 1: Cohen, G A.: “Functional Explanation: In Marxism” (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Elster, J.: “Functional Explanation: In Social Science” (from RPSS)

Week 10: Functional Explanation (11)
Essay 1. Dore, R. P: “Function and Cause” (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Kincaid, H.: “Assessing Functional Explanations in the Social Sciences’
(from RPSS)

Week 11: Are there so-called “ Social Scientific Laws’? (1)
Essay 1. Hayek, F. A.: “The Theory of Complex Phenomena’ (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Kincaid, H.: “Defending Laws in the Social Sciences’” (from RPSS)

Week 12: Are there so-called “ Social Scientific Laws’? (11)
Essay 1. Fay, B.: “General Laws and Explaining Human Behavior” (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Mcintyre, L.C.: “Complexity and Social Scientific Laws’ (from RPSS)

Week 13: Reflexive Effectsin the Social Research
Essay 1. Romanos, G.: “Reflexive Predictions’ (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Martin, M.: “The Philosophical Importance of the Rosenthal Effect”
(from RPSS)

Week 14: Reductionism, Methodological Individualism, and Holism (1)
Essay 1. Watkins, J. W. N.: “Historical Explanation in the Social Sciences’” (from
RPSS)
Essay 2. Miller, R. W.: “Methodological Individualism and Social Explanation”
(from RPSS)

Week 15: Reductionism, Methodological Individualism, and Holism (11)
Essay 1. Lukes, S.: “Methodological Individualism Reconsidered” (from RPSS)
Essay 2: Kincaid, H.: “Reduction, Explanation, and Individualism” (from RPSS)

Week 16: Socia Science in Context: Case Study—Economics
Essay 1: Kincaid, H.: “Economics. A Test Case” (from PFSS)
Essay 2: Rosenberg, A.: “If Economics Isn’'t Science, What Is1t?” (from RPSS)
Essay 3: Cartwright, N.: “Ceteris Paribus Laws and Socio-Economic Machines’
(from DW)




Week 17: Frontiers of the Research on Philosophy of Social Science
Essay 1: Kellner, H.: “*See Also Literary Criticism’: Social Science between Fact
and Figures’ (from BGPSS)
Essay 2: Harding, S.: “How Standpoint Methodology Informs Philosophy of
Socia Science” (from BGPSS)

Week 18: Final Exam Week




