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1. Earl Conee & Theodore Sider, Riddles of Existence: A Guided Tour of
Metaphysics. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 2007.
2. Helen Beebee & Julian Dodd (eds.), Reading Metaphysics: Selected Texts with
Interactive Commentary. Wiley-Blackwell, 2007.



Metaphysics Class Schedule, 2009 Fall

9/15 Introduction
9/22 Personal Identity
Conee & Sider, chap. 1
Derek Parfit, “Personal Identity”
9/29 Personal Identity: continued
10/6  Free Will
Conee & Sider, chap. 6
Peter van Inwagen, ‘The Incompatibility of Free Will and Determinism’.
10/13 Free Will: continued
10/20 Realism and Anti-realism
Donald Davidson, ‘On the Very Idea of a Conceptual Scheme’
Thomas Nagel, ‘Thought and Reality’ (extract from The View from Nowhere).
10/27  Realism and Anti-realism: continued
11/3 Realism and Anti-realism: continued
11/10  Review
11/17 Midterm Exam
11/24  Realism and Nominalism
Conee & Sider, chap. 8
Michael Devitt, ““Ostrich Nominalism” or “Mirage Realism”?’
D. M. Armstrong, ‘Against “Ostrich” Nominalism: A Reply to Michael
Devitt’.
12/1 Realism and Nominalism: continued
12/8  Causality
David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature (extracts)
G. E. M. Anscombe, “Causality and Determinism” (extract)
12/15 Causality: continued
Philosophical Paper Due
12/22 Possible Worlds
Conee & Sider, chap. 10
David Lewis, Counterfactuals (extract)
Saul Kripke, Naming and Necessity (extract)
12/29 Possible Worlds: continued
1/5 Conclusion

1/12 Final Exam



