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Dionysus
I, the son of Zeus, have come to this land of

the Thebans—Dionysus, whom once
Semele, Kadmos' daughter, bore, delivered
by a lightning-bearing flame. And having
taken a mortal form instead of a god's, | am
here at the fountains of Dirke and the water
of Ismenus. And | see the tomb of my
thunder-stricken mother here near the palace,
and the remnants of her house, smouldering
with the still living flame of Zeus' fire, the
everlasting insult of Hera against my mother.
| praise Kadmos, who has made this place
hallowed, the shrine of his daughter; and |
have covered it all around with the
cluster-bearing leaf of the vine. (T. A.
Buckley's translation, 1913)
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1. Plato: Symposium (Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics). K. J. Dover (ed.) Cambridge
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