Ontological Objectivity and Technological Production
Ruey-Lin Chen
Department of Philosophy
National Chung Cheng University
    Many philosophers have discerned two senses of objectivity: the metaphysical or the ontological sense and the epistemic or the methodological sense (Helen Longino, John Searle, Tara Smith). In the ontological sense, we ascribe “objective” as a mode of existence to entities and types of entities. An entity is objective only if its existence is independent of any subject. In the epistemic sense, we take “objective” as a predicate of beliefs or judgments. A belief or a judgment is objective only if it is independent of any subject’s attitude, feeling, or preference. Anti-realists (e.g. Kant, logical empiricists, Bas Van Fraassen, etc.) argue that there are no independent accesses to the existence of entities because all accesses depend on subjects’ perception and knowledge. In this paper, I will argue that there is at least an independent access to the existence of an entity if we can produce it by our technological activities. Thus we realize the ontological objectivity based on technological production. 
